
 

 

 
August 7, 2020 

Dear Virginia General Assembly Senators and Delegates, 
 

The Virginia Grassroots Coalition has been watching closely the steps being taken to make sure all 

Virginians have safe access to vote in the general election. As you work to finalize budget amendments 

and legislation for the August 18th special session, we want to share with you our priorities for voter 

access and education. We hope you will strive to make sure all of these are addressed in the most 

effective and expedient manner. 

 

Many of our member groups have signed this letter in support of these priorities. If you have any 

questions about these priorities, we would be happy to provide justification for why they were chosen. 

You can contact us at vagrassrootscoalition@gmail.com. 

 

Priorities for the August 18th Special Session 

 

1. Removing the witness requirement for the November 3rd election ballot. 
 

2. Funding and clear policies for secure drop off boxes, including who is qualified to drop off 

ballots. Secure ballot drop-off box locations need to be expanded to in-person absentee satellite 

locations so voters can submit their absentee ballots with confidence.  
 

3. Allocating funding for prepaid postage for mail-in ballots. 
 

4. Creating a process for the curing of absentee ballots, including the ability to track absentee ballots 

and receive notification if rejected with viable alternative options for voting. 

 

5. Providing adequate staff for polling stations (for in-person absentee voting and election day 

voting) and to process absentee ballots. Funding must also be allocated for protective gear needed 

to keep our poll workers safe. 

 

6. Clear, updated information on the Virginia Department of Elections website front page (available 

in multiple languages) addressing: 

a. Voter registration options and requirements  

b. Requesting and tracking a no-excuse absentee ballot, including recommended dates not 

only required dates 

c. Options and guidance for returning an absentee ballot (mail-in, in-person drop off, and 

drop box) 

d. Voting in-person guidance and recommendations (absentee and voting day) 

e. November 3rd is a legal VA holiday 

 

Thank you for protecting Virginia voters by supporting these budget and policy priorities. 

 

The groups that endorse this letter are: 

 

Virginia Grassroots Coalition 

Arlington Young Democrats 

Indivisible Waterfront 

Hunter Mill Huddle 

Beyond Arlington 

BlueWave Volunteer Group, Virginia Beach 

350 Alexandria 

Progressive Democrats of America -Virginia 

Our Revolution Falls Church 

Herndon-Reston Indivisible 

Virginia Democracy Forward (VADF) 
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NovaGrassroots 

Indivisible Arlington 

Postcards4VA 

Network NoVA 

Loudoun County NOW 

Virginia Justice Democrats 

Lewinsville Faith in Action 

We of Action (WofA) 

Indivisible Below the Beltway 

350 Loudoun 

Sister District DC + NOVA Chapter 

Indivisible Virginia 

 

Protect Our Commonwealth 

Forward Roanoke Valley 

Virginia Chapter, National Organization for 

Women (NOW) 

Indivisible Northern Virginia 

Earth Rise Indivisible 

Women On Your Left 

Williamsburg JCC Indivisible 

Indivisible Charlottesville 

Vienna Neighbors United 

Herndon Huddle 

New River Valley Indivisible 
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